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Abstract: There is an elevated rate of psychotic symptoms in inner-city Black populations worldwide that is 
long-established.  This paper will present evidence to support the theory that this amplification in the 
incidence of psychosis is mediated by childhood trauma, social defeat, and dissociation and that it is the 
prevalence of undiagnosed dissociative spectrum illness that accounts for much of the increased rates to 
psychosis in these underprivileged, minority communities.   

Learning Objectives: 
At the conclusion of this presentation, participants will be able to: 

• Summarize the disparities in the prevalence of psychotic symptoms in Black populations world wide
• Explain the role of discrimination and social defeat in the development of psychotic symptoms
• Describe the overlap in symptoms between dissociative disorders and psychotic disorders
• Recognize the importance of including dissociative spectrum illness in the differential when  all

patients with mental illness
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lives is the Sacramento area with her husband of twenty-five years and enjoys playing classical piano. 
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